CII’s Surface Transport 2010, Exhibition 

21 – 23 December 2010  

and

CII’s Surface Transport Summit 2010, Conference

21 – 22 December 2010  

Venue : Hall VI, Bombay Convention & Exhibition Centre, Western Express Highway, Goregaon (East), Mumbai 400 063

India seeks to increase its rate of development and the Infrastructure sector is the catalyst in this growth, more so in the Surface Transport   through which India not only seeks to have a seamless network of free movement of goods but also of human capital. This calls for an integrated approach to development in the key areas of Road, Rail and Port.
In the light of the above, CII organised  “SURFACE TRANSPORT 2010” from 21– 23 December, 2010, at Mumbai with the theme “Building Integrated Sustainable Infrastructure for Tomorrow’s India”, under the chairmanship of Mr J P Nayak, President – Operations, Larsen & Toubro Ltd.

This national initiative was supported by Industry Leaders like IL & FS Transportation, HCC, Escorts and Larsen & Toubro Ltd.Indian Earthmoving & Construction Industry Association Ltd. (IECIAL), Central Road Research Institute (CRRI) 
This is the first time that an exhibition of this nature which encompasses the entire gamut of the Transportation Infrastructure in India was held. The event  provided an excellent opportunity to showcase and deliberate on the latest new and emerging technologies for this segment of industry that would steer the Highway / Railway / Port / Metro Infrastructure to greater heights of success.

 

In its very 1st edition, Surface Transport 2010  received an overwhelming response from leading national companies like Escorts Construction Equipment, IL&FS Transportation Networks, HCC, Larsen & Toubro, Mahindra Consulting Engineers, MASSTRANS Pvt, Time Technoplast,  Alchemist Touchnology,  Technocrats Security Systems,  Envoys Electronics, Steria (India) Ltd,  Bajaj Electricals, BEML,  Essae Digitronics, Nilkamal, PARI Robotics, Phooltas Hansco Rail Solutions,  Frontier Polymers, Kam-Avida Enviro Engineers, B D Industries, Arya Omnitalk Wireless Solutions,  Cosmic Traffic Systems, Global Engineers, Reflexite Safety India, Thakkarsons Roll Forming,  to name a few along with Country Pavilion from Canada.
The concurrent Surface Transport Summit 2010 showcased the progress made, deliberate the potential opportunities and challenges facing this sector and to create viable alternatives for sustainable economic development and growth.   

Session Highlights :

· CEO's Interactive Roundtable : "Building Integrated Sustainable Infrastructure for Tomorrow's India"

· Financing Infrastructure Projects 

· Project Management and Monitoring - Successful Case Studies

Chief Guest, Mr Shyamalkumar Mukherjee, Joint Managing Director, MSRDC, put the focus on infrastructure when he said, "Considering the developing nature of the country, India needs to invest $300 billion in urban infrastructure." He

added: "There is a huge stress on current infrastructure which can be mitigated by massive investments."
Mr. J P Nayak, Chairman - Surface Transport 2010 and Whole-time Director & President (Machinery & Industrial Products) Larsen & Toubro Ltd., said such is the cost of logistics in India its cost is more than even developed nations like the US where it is 70% less for costal freight and 30% less for road transport, as compared to India. "This is because of inefficiencies and unproductive methods used in the country. This waste is assessed at 45 billion dollars or 4.3% of our GDP. If we do not improve, by 2020 it will increase to 140 billion dollars or 5% of GDP. We can reduce this by half but this would need the right policies and investments."

The scenario can be improved, Mr. Nayak said, by, "formulating a national integrated logistics policy, targeting a greater share of freight to rail, increasing energy efficiency, building dedicated freight corridors, coastal corridors, last mile roads, multimodal logistics park, skill development etc. It is a complex task with the involvement of multiple stake holders and a cross ministerial group would be required to drive it."

Mr Gopal N Sarma, Partner, Bain & Company India Pvt. Ltd. (Summit Knowledge

Partner) highlighted some stiff challenges. "We set a lot of targets but do not have the mechanisms to implement them or to monitor their implementation," he said, adding: "Of the trillion dollars that is being talked about as part of the 12th Five-Year-Plan (2012-17), not more than 60 percent will be realizable even in an optimistic scenario."

Mr Nicolas Lepage, Acting Consul General and Senior Trade Commissioner, Consulate General of Canada, highlighted how Canada can help India. "India needs to spend 1 trillion on infrastructure. This it cannot do alone and foreign partners will be important to reach this goal. And Canadian companies with their experience and expertise in infrastructure can be partners of choice."

Eminent speakers who addressed at Surface Transport Summit 2010 :

· Nicolas Lepage, Acting Consul General and Senior Trade Commissioner, Consulate General of Canada

· J P Nayak, Chairman – Surface Transport 2010 and President - Operations, Larsen & Toubro Ltd.
· Karunakaran Ramchand, Managing Director, IL & FS Transportation Networks Ltd
· Arjun Dhawan, President, HCC Infrastructure Ltd.
· Rajesh Sharma, Vice President Sales & Marketing, Escorts Construction Equipment Limited  
· Raj Khalid, Representative, Port of Antwerp

· Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Sr. VP, IL&FS Financial Services 

At a CEOs interactive roundtable titled, "Building Integrated Sustainable Infrastructure for Tomorrow's India," problems of infrastructure, investment and government interference instead of assistance were discussed. The message from the session was clear - despite much progress, a lot was required to be done. Despite infrastructure projects mainly resting with the government in the past, at present, many private sector firms have made inroads but they need more opportunity through the government setting up clear guidelines.
Senior officials from Infrastructure sector visited the exhibition and participated at the summit. The Industry appreciated the efforts of CII for organizing this first of its event for the infrastructure industry.
A small entry fee was charged and the proceeds of the same were handed over to NIRMAN, an NGO which looks after the welfare of the construction workers.
Arjun Dhawan, President HCC

(On Roads)

“For every developer who is trying to do a good job there is another who is trying to bypass the process.”

“PPP needs ownership from both sides. Capital is not a problem; much more of an issue is about the intent of the plan, which is missing. Further, the mismatch of the socialist and capitalistic tendencies of the government and their private partners respectively does not aid the process”

“A middle ground is needed in terms of trust and risk sharing between the government and the developers…. Contracts and policies are readily flouted. Such situations end up in the courts and harm the people of India.”

“The concept of providing infrastructure in India is still not about making people’s lives easier. This is indicative of an industry which is much more caught up in acquiring assets.”

(On Ports and Railways)

“Railways don’t want to deal in freight. They want to be your competitor and regulator at the same time. Every sector is different and needs a different policy which should integrate smoothly with the overall plan of the country.”

“We desperately need a bond market in this country for long-term low cost financing. The opening up of the bond market will shift down the cost of financing by a 100 basis points, and suddenly 20% of unviable projects will become viable.”

